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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As we approach the end of the summer term, it has been another year of celebration for Clavering Primary 
School and, as governors, we are all proud to be part of such a wonderful community school. 
 
Our current Year 6 pupils have achieved another stellar set of KS2 assessment results, which will 
undoubtedly stand them in good stead as they move onto the next stage of their education. This reflects not 
only the hard work put in by the pupils but also the exceptional support and education that they have 
received from all of our teaching staff and learning support assistants over their school years, so thank you 
everyone. In the autumn term, our Year 6 pupils will be heading off to their new secondary schools, with the 
majority joining either JFAN or SWCHS, and some attending Birchwood, Herts and Essex, Hockerill, and the 
Perse.  We wish them all continued success as they transition into KS3 and beyond.   
 
A few of our longstanding support staff will be leaving the school at the end of term and the governors will 
like to add their thanks to the amazing contribution that each of them has made to the school during their 
tenure. Whilst we have leavers, we also have Miss Morton joining the teaching staff and Mrs Pemberton as a 
Learning Support Assistant. We welcome them to the team. One of our most recent joiners to the school has 
been Maisie, our Golden Retriever from Pets for Therapy as a Reading Dog. As governors, we are delighted 
to support new educational initiatives such as this and we can corroborate with the national evidence that 
such resources can be of great benefit to a number of pupils. 
 
One of the major transformations during the school year has been the completion of the school’s third 
building extension since I started out as a governor of the school. Not only has this project provided much 
needed additional teaching space for our seven classes but it has also provided us with the fantastic food 
technology room, which will undoubtedly be the envy of many other schools in the area. We were pleased to 
welcome the Cricketers’ Trevor Oliver to officially open our new buildings earlier in the year.  
 
Nationally, Clavering Primary School is not alone in having to manage its finances within a tight budget, 
which continues to be undertaken so successfully by Ms Allsop, with assistance provided by the school’s 
finance officer and supported by the Finance & Asset Management committee of the governing body. 
Friends of Clavering School continue to work very hard in their organisation of some fantastic and fun 
events, providing much needed supplementary funds to allow the school to add to its resources. Again, 
thank you to all concerned and we are very grateful for your contribution to the school, both for your time and 
for the funds raised, especially Rachel Betts, who will be standing down as Chair at the end of term. 
 
Clavering Primary School, with its reputation and accolades for providing a good rounded education for all of 
its students, continues to be a destination of choice for many primary age children and often waiting lists to 
enter the Reception class provide such evidence. As one of the school stakeholders, we are fiercely proud of 
the school’s united vision, ‘learning together to be the best that we can’. 
 
Finally, on behalf of the governing body, may I take the opportunity of wishing you all a wonderful summer 
and happy holidays. With batteries recharged, we can then all look forward to the commencement of another 
good year for Clavering Primary School in September. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Julian Hall 
Chair of Governors 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Day 

 

 

 
 

And so, to the playing field on a glorious summer's day.  
 
Eggs, spoons and parents were abundant as Ludgate, Oliver, 
Savile, Wales and Wymark brought ten months of toil with 
Messrs Dyce and Snelling to a fitting climax.  The school 
website carries some brilliant photos capturing both the 
competitive action and the depth of support from the popular 
side terracing.  This was a morning for high collar and reverse 
cap as the sun drenched the backs of the supporting hordes. 
  
Resplendent in their yellow, orange, blue, green and red bibs, 
the children set about their task with gusto. 
 
The overall efficiency of the occasion was hugely impressive 
and big credit goes to the staff for another slick operation;  the 
swagger with which the head teacher brandished her new loud-
hailer (with thanks to FOC for their generous gift);  the vocal 
support generated from the children housed in the Ludgate 
Kop; and the FOC catering corp (never doubt our appreciation 
for your efforts). 
 
Ultimately, "The Oranje" of Oliver prevailed and its Year 6 
captains Patrick and Grace took the Sports Day trophy for a 
deserved lap of honour 
 
We shall look forward to seeing you all again next year. 
 
Finally, you may be interested to hear about the inaugural 
Public Speaking competition, the final of which is due to be 
judged by a panel of three governors in the week commencing 
15 July.   
 
The governors are highly supportive of this new fixture (the 
brainchild of Mrs Lipscomb) and have donated a permanent 
trophy with the intent that it become an annual competition at 
the school. It is important for children of differing talents to bring 
points to the board and we wish each one of the finalists from 
Years 2 to 6 the very best of luck. 
 
 
Simon Elphick, Parent Governor 
 

Class visit - Reception 

 

Class visits are an important part of 
being a school governor. It’s a chance 
to see first-hand the teachers, the 
school and the children in action. And 
for me, it’s the most rewarding part. 
  
As the Governor for Reception class, I 
spent the afternoon with Mrs Course, 
Mrs Berrett and the kids at the end of 
June.  
 
Reading was very much on the 
agenda. We read a book together – 
about a car mechanic and his father. 
The children listened carefully and 
were quick to offer thoughts about the 
story. 
 
After that, I read one-to-one with a 
number of pupils. I was struck by the 
enthusiasm of all the children to read 
with me, even if abilities varied.  
 
All the children are excited about the 
move up to Year 1 and they had 
recently spent time over in the new 
classroom to get ready for the 
transition. It is huge testament to the 
Mrs Course and her team that she has 
managed to get them ready. 
 
Good luck to all of them for next year.  
 
Toby Pellew, Parent Governor 



 

 

 

 

School Improvement  
 
The school improvement plan has resulted in many positive 
initiatives for the school this year resulting in positive 
impact. 
 
New clubs that have been introduced this year include 
netball, running club, rounders and Relax Kids. Relax Kids 
has been part of a wider agenda of course towards 
mindfulness and wellbeing, helping children (and adults!) to 
manage stress and anxiety in a more positive and proactive 
way. Walking around the school we see many references to 
the growth mindset, encouraging children to learn from 
sometimes failing and be resilient when things are a little 
stretching or challenging.  
 
Eco week also provided the opportunity for the children to 
learn a variety of topics through a number of external 
visitors, sourced through our parent forum.   External 
speakers and visitors are always a valuable addition to our 
engaging and creative curriculum.   
 

 
 
Jonathan Hill, Vice-Chair of Governors  

Reading with Years 2 and 3 

High in the school’s priorities is “to accelerate 
progress and raise standards in reading...in 
Year 2...especially for boys.”  

As I am retired with some spare time, it seemed 
right to help with this objective, so every 
Thursday morning since September I have been 
coming in to be read to by four or five “regulars”.  

It has been a rewarding experience. The 
children have progressed, some quicker than 
others admittedly, and it’s interesting to observe 
that although some improve steadily, others 
make relatively sudden leaps. And it’s useful to 
see children on a weekly basis; you can engage 
with them more readily after a while. 

I’ve also been reading with Year 3. Here, as you 
would expect, the standards are higher and I 
tend in most cases to ask readers about 
whether they understand the meanings of words 
as much as helping them with their actual 
reading. And I have noticed that boys seem to 
favour space fiction and factual books, though 
we have now moved on to the wonderful Horrid 
Henry. 

We are always looking for help with reading. It 
is a great way to get involved with the school 
and very rewarding. If you think you can spare 
the time, do contact the school. 

Mike Cannell, Year 2 Governor 

 


