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History and Geography at Clavering 

As the governor assigned to Year 3, I 
shadow Miss Turner's work as subject 
leader in History and Geography.  

We began our Grand Tour with a visit to 
Year 1, who were engaged in giving clear 
directions to Rosie the Hen (not a real 
hen) around the school premises. 
Meanwhile, Reception were making 
poppies and showed good awareness of 
what they represent. Next, to the school 
hall and an extraordinary PE lesson 
involving a multiple-choice Geography 
quiz. We were left in no doubt as to the 
general fitness of Year 2 and the collective 
knowledge of the United Kingdom. 

Into the calm waters of Year 6 and special 
mention to Rebecca and Kitty for their 
articulacy in explaining the geography of 
Mesopotamia. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my victory over Ted 
at Classical Civilisation Top Trumps 
(never in doubt) whilst visiting Class 5. 
Who knew the Minoans had so many 
winning attributes? 

Finally, to Miss Turner's own Year 3 who 
impressed me with their internet-based 
research on famous Victorians. 

Simon Elphick, Year 3 Governor 

 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
Welcome to the third edition of our governor newsletter. It’s 
been another incredibly busy term for the school: teachers, 
pupils and of course you as parents. 
  
Not entirely in keeping with festive cheer, I thought I would use 
my column to discuss Ofsted and changes to their oversight. 
  
As a parent, Ofsted is likely to be an important reference point 
for you when assessing the performance of Clavering. Their 
four grades from “outstanding” to “inadequate are, I think, well 
understood.     
  
And as governors, naturally we are working in line with the 
guidance, targets and training set by Ofsted, in our role in 
supporting the development of the school. 
  
As some of you might be aware, Ofsted’s national inspection 
framework has changed significantly over the years, and more 
specifically in recent months, becoming increasingly 
demanding. And Ofsted has upped inspections of outstanding 
schools following a request from Ministers. 
  
As a result of the more stringent criteria and 
judgements, which are no longer ‘best fit’ but now a need for 
all aspects to be met at an exemplary level, a large number of 
previously “outstanding” schools are being downgraded. 
Indeed, based on the most recent analysis, 86% of 
outstanding schools inspected this year have lost this grade. 
  
What does this mean for Clavering and our status as an 
outstanding school – which we’ve held since 2007 from a 
formal inspection and in 2011 after an interim inspection, with 
subsequent years being an OFSTED desktop analysis. Well, 
in principle nothing at all. The school and the teachers are 
working tirelessly to deliver outstanding care. As Governors, 
we are as prepared as we can be to play our role when Ofsted 
spring their next surprise visit. 
  
But I do think it is important that everyone, including parents, 
are aware of the changes to Ofsted. 
  
On behalf of the governing body, I would like to thank staff for 
all their hard work this term and all of you for your support. It is 
very important we all work together to provide the best care for 
our children.  
 
 
I wish you all a great festive break and we look forward to all 
working together next term.  
  
Best wishes 
  
Julian Hall 
Chair of Governors 
 

New appointments 

The governing body is pleased to welcome 

two new governors, starting this term. 

Ross McNaughton rejoins as a parent 

governor after 18 months working in San 

Francisco.  

Many of you will already know Rachel 

Betts for her sterling work as head of the 

PTA. Rachel joins as a co-opted 

Governor. We are thrilled to have them 

join. 

 



 

Calling all scientists 

In March next year, the school is excited to be 
celebrating National Science Day.  

The aim is to help children connect science 
with the wider world – in particular through jobs 
and careers. By doing so, we hope that the 
children will be inspired to work hard in this 
important subject.   

We are asking for any parents who work in 
science to come into the school and talk to the 
children – explain what you do and how. 
Anyone from doctors, to mechanics, to rocket 
scientists.  

If this sounds of interest, or you can think of 
others in the community we can approach, 
please contact Miss Hagger in Year 1 or Toby 
Pellew, Governor, via the school office. 

 

Feedback from a successful Clavering 
Primary School Vision Day 

 

 
 
On Friday 25th October we conducted our 
Vision Day. Run every two to three years, this 
is a hugely important day where all teachers 
and governors come together to review and 
refresh the vision and values for the school. 
 
It’s a chance to identify how we can create an 
environment that enables us to deliver on our 
mission – “Learning together to be the best we 
can”. And many of you will have seen the 
existing vision and values that are visible 
around the school and classroom as 'bee 
statements’. These are important ways of 
working across the whole school community 
(not just pupils) that sets the tone for positive 
behaviours and attitudes.  
  
We explored three areas: 
 
- A review of our values that creates the 
learning environment for the whole school 
community.  
- Assessing the curriculum in terms of what is 
working well, what can be improvement and 
what are we doing that makes the school 
unique. 
- Finally, we explored cultural capital for 
success. This focused on how we can prepare 
our pupils for the next stage of education and 
beyond.  
 
It is wonderful to have the staff and governors 
together, and away from the school premises, 
for this type of discussion 
 
The outputs from our discussions are currently 
being collated, reviewed and prioritised for 
action by a vision day working party. More soon 
in terms of where we will focus our efforts 
following this review. 
 
Jimmy Hill, Vice Chair and Year 2 Governor 

Clavering pupils in fine voice 

On Sat 8
th
 Dec it was a delight to attend 

St Mary’s Church in Saffron Walden to 

watch the “Spirit of Christmas”.  

The event organised by Saffron Walden 

Choral Society allowed 6 local schools 

including 18 pupils from Clavering and 

the town band to perform alongside the 

choral society in a combined Carol 

Concert.  

This year the choir was opened up to 

Year 2 for the first time and there were 

several performing. All the children 

performed with confidence and it was 

impressive given they only had 2 formal 

rehearsals. They represented the school 

magnificently.  

Many thanks to Mrs Alison Course and all 

other staff who supported this event. It 

should not go unnoticed that staff often 

commit additional hours out of their own 

time to deliver these types of 

opportunities for the children. 

Ed Bailey, Year 2 Governor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friend in 5 

Many of you will be aware of the fantastic “Buddy” system at Clavering which pairs Reception children with 
Year 6. It is a wonderful way for new children to settle in upon arrival.  

On my recent visit to Class 1, I saw the lesser well known – but clearly hugely important – “a friend in 5”.  This 
sees Year 1 partnered with Year 5, the aim being to provide support for still very young children while 
preparing Year 5 for the responsibility of being a full “Buddy” next year. 

I was hugely impressed with how seriously Year 5 took it – and how much they enjoyed it. Each had got to 
know their Year 1 buddy well, not only helping with reading but, I was told, actively looking out for them in the 
playground and around the school. Year 1, naturally, were hugely enthusiastic about the bond built with their 
Year 5 friend.  

A fantastic initiative.  

Toby Pellew, Year 1 Governor.  

 

 

Reception Class visiting Father Christmas at Audley End – December 2019 

 


