
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers          25.2.21 
 
We hope you are all well.   

 

Our next Fortnightly Newsletter is not due until next week, but as you are aware we have had some exciting news 

with schools being able to open again from the 8th March.  We are very keen to see all the children again. 

 

We will be focussing on the essential learning skills and well-being until the end of the Spring term as well as 

assessing to see where any gaps of learning maybe so that we can target our Catch-Up programme as rigorously as 

possible.  Booster sessions, as before, we will start straight away.  Please be reassured that we will work very hard to 

get the children back on track.  Our remote learning offer will have supported this process already. 

 

Even though there is a light at the end of this very long tunnel we are not there yet and in order to get there we 

must keep to our strict health and safety protective measures.  They are very similar to the ones that were put in 

place when we returned in September but there is a slight increase in the strictness of these measures.  To that end I 

have updated the supportive paperwork I circulated in preparation for our September return.  Please read and digest 

this information before we return on 8th March.  As before there is a  -  

 

• Parent Briefing booklet - which includes the government and our contingency plan, if needed, going forward. 

• Return to school guidance -  to share with your child 

• Home School Agreement 

• Behaviour Code  - you do not need to return a signed copy if you have already done so. 

 

Key points to highlight –  

• Attendance is mandatory from 8th March 

• The school bus will be operating as it was before Christmas 

• Staggered start and end times - changes 

We have amended these slightly to allow more time in school but also avoiding any congestion. It is very important 

you keep to your time slots as we have not allowed extra time between slots this time, as it was shortening the 

learning time. 

Parents and children arrive/ leave in alphabetical order (Children enter and leave by class fire 
exit).   

Surname initial Arrival time Departure time 

A-H   8.40  3.00 

I – P 8.50  3.10 

Q–Z 9.00  3.20  

 

• Please can we remind you: 
That any visitors to our site should, as is now stated in the government guidance, wear a mask, including 
parents and teenagers dropping off and picking up.  Please note that face visors or shields should not be 
worn as an alternative to face coverings as they are not effective. 

- To avoid talking to staff, but email or call the office instead. 
- To refrain from meeting with other parents at drop off and pick up and ensure that the 2m distancing rule 

is followed at all times, including at the bottom of the drive where staff are working and members of the 
school community are walking passed. 



- To keep to your drop off and pick up times to avoid congestion at key times 
- To keep to our one way system  -coming up the path and down the drive 
- To keep younger children with you and not let them run ahead down the drive 
- To get a COVID test if you have any of the three symptoms (below).  It is vital that we all do this: 

 
• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure 

your temperature) 
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 

in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
 
COVID Testing  
Please inform us by a phone call if your child receives a positive test result during the school week. If you get the result 
at a weekend, please email the admin@clavering.essex.sch.uk email address. We will be checking this inbox on a 
Saturday and Sunday. It is important to remember that if anyone in your household displays symptoms and/or gets a 
test, the whole family should self-isolate until a test result is received and the next piece of advice is given. How to 
arrange a test: 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ 

 

If the test is positive, follow guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection, 

and engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-

home-guidance 

 

COVID symptoms and ACTION - a reminder 
To confirm, children are to stay off school if they are unwell with any virus, unless mild.  If they or a household or 
support bubble member develops or has symptoms of a high temperature, persistent cough or loss of taste/smell then 
they must have a COVID test.   Whilst waiting for the test results, household members must isolate.  The class bubble 
does not have to at this stage but siblings in school do.  Please keep the school informed if any of your household has 
any of the three symptoms and of any test results.  It is vital we all work together on this to keep everyone safe.  
 
You must isolate if –  
• someone in your household is showing symptoms  

• someone in your support bubble has symptoms and your household have been in close contact with them since 

the symptoms started or during the 48 hours before they started  

• you or someone in your household has tested positive for coronavirus (Covid 19)  

• you are required to quarantine having recently visited countries outside the Common Travel Area 

Other household members (including any siblings) should self-isolate from the day your child’s symptoms started (or 

the day they took a test if they did not have symptoms), and the next 10 full days.  If your child or someone in your 

household has tested positive whilst not experiencing symptoms but develops symptoms during the isolation period, 

they should restart the 10 full days isolation period from the day they developed symptoms. 

 

DFE Parent guidance 

The guidance for parents about early years providers, schools and colleges has been updated to reflect the schools 
operational guidance for full re-opening. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-
schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-
providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19 
 
After School Clubs 

We will be resuming our clubs from the week beginning the 8th March with the same year groups we had in place 

before Christmas.  This will be for the remainder of the Spring term.  They will be organised into the class protective 

bubbles.   

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19


Please note there are strict government guidelines in place for wrap around care and extra curricular activities, but 

we feel we can still run our clubs in line with this guidance.  Club details below –  

 

MONDAY 

Football 3.15 - 4.15 Year  6 

 

TUESDAY 

Fitness/Running 3.15 – 4.15 Year 2 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Fitness/Running 3.15 - 4.15 Year 5 

 

THURSDAY   

Football  3.15 - 4.15 Year 4 

 

Other after school care 

Please note that the official guidance does stress for families, if they are eligible to attend, to limit wrap around care 

to only one provider in addition to school and that they must check that protective measures are in place in these 

settings. 

 

Here is a link to the official guidance for parents and carers of children attending out-of school settings during the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. This sets out who can attend before and after-school clubs and other out-of-

school activities and the measures in place; and the position for the Easter holidays. Vulnerable Wraparound 

childcare, extra-curricular, and out-of-school or college activities  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-

settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-

school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 

 

Lateral Flow testing for staff 

We want to advise you that all staff have been invited to take part in Lateral Flow Testing.  Staff will take 2 tests a 

week.  The purpose of the testing is to identify staff who may be asymptomatic with regard to COVID-19. 

 

If staff test positive, they will be asked to book a COVID-19 test at a local testing centre, to have the result confirmed.  

Any member of staff that tests positive will have to follow the government guidance of isolation until they have the 

result from the test taken at a test centre. 

 

This will inevitably cause some pragmatic operational issues at school.  It may mean that we have to close a bubble 

due to lack of cover in the first instance and then as a result of a positive test result.  The school will immediately move 

to an online learning offer for the bubbles that are affected.  The timescales around this will need to be tight. The staff 

take the tests before school so that the most accurate representation of that individual’s result can be obtained.   

If a bubble is closed as a result of a positive Lateral Flow Test, all children within that bubble will have to isolate 

themselves immediately.  If the result from the testing centre confirms the Lateral Flow Test result, then all children 

will need to isolate in line with the government guidelines. 

 

We appreciate that this may be unsettling for families, but we are hoping that the regular testing of staff will ensure 

that we are slowing a spread of the virus throughout our school community as much as we can. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak


Other updates 

• The advice for parents and carers to support their children’s remote education has been updated with links 
for information about the Reading Well booklist that supports mental health, how to find your local library 
and the services they offer, and online support for parents and carers to keep children and young people 
safe from online harm. You may want to share this with your parent community. 

• Keeping children safe online advice has been updated -  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-

online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online 

 

Remote learning 

In order for us to try and create a learning environment that is as ‘normal’ as possible for the children and to make 
the lesson time effective, please can we make sure –  
 

• that the children are not eating during the lesson or playing with toys or other items that they would not be 
accessing during lesson time in school. 

• that parents keep ALL communication and interaction with staff to outside of the lesson so that it does not 
distract from the learning process.  Staff can be contacted, via Teams, during working hours in term time. 

• background noise, especially adult conversations -  including nearby phone calls, are away from the live 
lessons. 

• everyone is suitably dressed eg no pyjamas. 

• your child is ready before the lesson starts – stationery and required resources. 

• that there is an adult near by to help the child with any straightforward technical issues 

• that children do not use the chat function during the lesson 

• if you experience any problems accessing an on-line lesson, please contact the school office in the first 
instance.  This will enable the teacher to concentrate on their teaching. If you are able, in the meantime, to 
access the work via Teams, we will endeavour to resolve any problems before the next lesson but your child 
may have to miss the live part of the lesson on that occasion.  Teachers will invite all pupils before the lesson 
starts to help alleviate some of the problems experienced. I am sure this will get easier once we get more 
used to the process.   

 

We are really pleased to be reopening our school. The staff have really missed the children, the learning and each 

other.  We know school cannot be the same as before COVID 19, at the moment, and there are many changes that 

have had to be made to adjust to these new times. However, what has not changed is that we are excited to be 

together again, learn together and be a community together.   There is a light at the end of this tunnel, we are not 

there yet, but I am sure we will be one day soon.   

 

Any questions then please get in touch. 

 

Thank you for your support 

 

Best wishes, stay safe and we look forward to seeing you all soon. 

 

Ros Allsop 

 

Headteacher 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fsupporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19%3Futm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dgovuk-notifications%26utm_source%3D2cb9faab-867f-488f-8831-05616e0ac796%26utm_content%3Ddaily&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cca135ace78ad49365add08d8d7069f7b%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C637495770762165391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1Y%2FiFEdyyWWKnhpafIIxBVq0xijbgm1RfItP%2BRs9VeY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online

