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Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
We are now well into the Summer term and I think this it is time that I wrote in the 
governor newsletter in my role as chairman of the Governing Body. Having been 
a governor at the school for 13 years, I know the school very well already and I 
am hugely proud to have taken on this role, even in such challenging times.  
 
As I am sure you will agree, the machinations of the last year have tested 
everyone, children, parents and teachers with the on-off nature of education 
during the various excesses of the Pandemic.  Even when delivered to the 
highest possible standards, online and remote learning is a poor substitute for the 
advantages that children gain from being in school with face to face lessons and 
the support and socialisation of their peer groups. Nonetheless, as a Governing 
body, we have been heartened by the feedback of how everyone is coping. 
Learning in lockdown has proved to be a truly team experience, requiring huge 
commitments and collaboration from staff, pupils, and parents. I feel strongly that 
when we look back, we will reflect that Clavering was able to thrive because we 
are community-based school. 
 
As Governor’s we are very aware of the difficulties that families have faced over 
the last fifteen months and we wanted to stress our thanks to all the parents - we 
are so grateful for the support that has been given to the school.  
 
I would like to pass on my thanks to the staff for their enormous dedication. While 
not obvious, the reality is that during the periods when remote learning was the 
order of the day it was far more challenging preparing and delivering lessons 
virtually. The natural rhythm of lesson planning, marking, pupil engagement, and 
pretty much everything else was completely different.  
 
However, children are all back in school now and have resumed their normal day 
to day routines – life is getting back to normal.  It should be stressed that the 
consequences of all the uncertainty over the last months has left a legacy of 
additional work that teachers and staff need to address.  Pastoral care is always 
an essential element of what schools provide to their children and families and 
there is some evidence that quite significant additional resource has been 
required to meet these needs within the school community since the doors were 
reopened.  I should say that the Ros Allsop and her team have risen to this 
challenge with their usual incredible efficiency. Indeed, this is evidenced by the 
Nomination that Ros has received for the Headteacher category of the Essex 
Teaching awards 2021 and we should all applaud her and her team for that 
achievement. 
 
As governors, we are very mindful around the importance of safeguarding, 
wellbeing, health and teamwork at this difficult time and we continue to meet with 
the school regularly – virtually, at this time of course - to support the teaching 
staff in all these aspects. We are focused on supporting the staff as they prepare 
for the coming months: school improvement plans; syllabus changes and budget 
planning amongst other things. While naturally on pause, we are also continuing 
to prepare for the inevitable visit from Ofsted.   
 
On returning to normal, we look forward with excitement to building the things that 
make Clavering such a special learning environment for the children. I cannot 
wait to see you all soon. 
  

  
Ray Gooding 
Chair of Governors 
 

New appointments 

The governing body is pleased to 

welcome two new governors, 

starting this term. 

Julia Mackintosh is a passionate 
about primary education, having 
worked as a teacher and more 
recently as a lecturer in primary 
education at a university. She lives 
in Clavering and wanted to become 
a governor to help support the 
education of young people in my 
local community. She was lucky 
enough to complete the final 
placement for her initial teacher 
training at Clavering Primary School 
and so is very excited to return to 
the school as a governor. 
 

Graham Smith, has had strong 

connections with Clavering Primary 

School over the last 22 years.  

He returned from New York in 1997 

after working there for 6 years, with 

two sons in tow.  Moved to 

Clavering in 1997 and the boys both 

attended their primary years at the 

school. 

As a parent supported Clavering 

and was invited to join the governing 

body in the early 2000s, then 

subsequently chair, where he was 

involved in appointing a new head, 

deputy head and the construction of 

three new classrooms as the school 

expanded. 

Mainly worked in the Insurance 

industry as an IT professional, and 

most recently in media.Hobbies 

include: photography; astronomy; 

running (London Marathon 2004), 

hiking and most outdoor nature 

activities. 

Married to Heather for the past 30 

years, who many of you will know as 

Mrs Smith in the school office. 

 


